general Whoe made 1hal first unpeession

4.B. 1 started out as a rock player and
since my sister Jill worked at the
Fillmore East, I got to hear lots of it
live. Favourites were Frank Zappa,
Jimmy Page and especially Jimmy
Hendrix. I started playing around the
age of fifteen or sixteen and moved into
Jjazz alter about a year of playing,

C.B. Can you recall what your first in-
strument was?

4.B.  Actually, 1
Maved a linde violin
in 1st or 2od grade
Not exactly a ‘“for-
mative' experience.

CB. I's a buge jump
from Hendnx 10 bop
Jz. paar. You men-
thon in the liner notes of
“Remembenng  Grant
Green” that he was
possibly your first real
introduction  to  jues
puitar. What was ot
aboul his playing that
made such an impres-
sion?

LB, Actually, 1 was
not  originally inter-
ested in Grunt's play-
ing. | came to appre-
ciate it muny vears
luter. First, as far as
guitar  players  were
concerned, it was
Kenny Burrell and a
bit of Wes. But in terms
of everything, it was

B You then went to stody with Sal
Salvador, How long was that alter vou
staned and how long were you with ham'?

LB 1 studied with Sal Salvador for
about two years from 1971 (o 1973,
He's o great teacher and really ex-
posed me to what 1 nceded (o learn and
o a broad look at what the possibilities
sere on the instrument. We'd work on
one thing in cach of about a dozen
books for each lesson, In addition to
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trumpets and  saxo-
phones for me.™

CB. When then dd yvou make 1he
transition from rock to jaze and realize
that playing jaee gntar was wlhat vou
wanted 1o do

J.B, The transition came arvund (e
age of 16 or 17, 1 never made a solid
decision about making jare puitar a
profession, it just Kinda happened wal
I puess I've been very fortunate all
along.™

learning about how to play from Sal, |
also learned how to teach. I'm truly
indebred ta him and am happy to be
good fricnds with him now.

C.B. Youihen made (he decision to study
at Berklee College. Was this a ‘foma-
tive” expencnce”

J.B. The Berklee thing was just two
terms. | went to New College in Sara-
sota, Florida and as a resull of the
accelerated program that allowed me
to work through the summers, |

wraduated in three years. NC also had
an allowance for off-campus study, so |
went to Berklee for two terms then
refurncd to Florida and graduated. So
it was New College from September
*72 thru June ‘73, Berklee from Sep-
tember *73-June ‘74 and then NC
again September ‘7d-June *75."

C.B. How did studying jaze guitar ot o
college differ from the one-lo-one teacher
format. and a lamous one at that?

J.B. Actually, NC didn't have much of
a music department. 1 took some
theory and music history and was
lucky to have occasions where some
music faculty or other would work
with me individually on onc thing or
another, One of the reasons 1 went
there was that by the time I got to NC,
I was very self directed and, having
had the experience with Sal, kaew
what 1 needed 1o work on and what |
had 1o do. I spent all my time practis-
ing, listening and writing, But to play,
one has to be in the real world, So |
spent my summers in NY, heard music
and had a chance to get togetber with
other plavers. This is what makes a
musician. Juie, the type I'm interested
in anyway, is stil GROUP IM-
PROVISATION and can’t be done in u
vacuum."”

CB. Following on from that. what are
sour thoughts on the statement that “jaze
Euitansts are born and not made”. Given
areal good car and natural technical Mair
do you think that you need 1o know the
musical language to be able 1o play jars
guitar?

J.B. Yes, you must be aware of the
musical language to play music and
this doesn't only pertain to guitar,
Only then can you speak or say
somcthing unique. Nobody is born
with the ability to play jaze It may
come quicker (o some and sound more
natural. I’y different for everyone
when you get to the level of art - the
level where you're no longer dealing
with the craft of how to play notes over
harmony, but are now expressing
yoursell and hopefully saying some-
thing unigue.”

CB. ln 1979, you were appointed Pro-



