Another fine guitansl, Joshua Breakstone, pays
homaga on (4) 1o one of his early influences, Grant Green,
who helped establish the guitar/organ trio concept in the
1950s and early '60s while recording as leader and
sideman for Blue Nole Records. Breakstone has enlisted
the help of two of Green's former comrades in ams, or- |

ganist Jack McDuff and drummer Al Harewood, to help | |

recreale the proper amblance in a program of songs thal~
were (with one exceplion) either writlen or performed by
Green, who died in 1979 al age 47 (Streel of Dreams/
Granlstand/ Moon River/ Green's G Idle Momenls/
Falling in Love with Love/ Remember. January 29 and
March 5, 1993, Englewood Clifis, NJ. Tolal time, 50:54).
The first five selections feature guitar/orgarvdrums, the
last two a quariet comprised of Breakstone, planist
Barron, bassist Ray Drummond and drummer Ke
Copeland. This is a hard-swinging, well-played session
from start to finish with Green's two itions, the
cooker “Granistand” and the blues “Green's G M
among its as Is Duke Pearson's classic
Moments,* was the title of one of Green's 1963
Blue Note racordings. Although Breaksione says in his
noles thal recreating the of the original would have
been impossible, he and his colleagues don't miss by
much. The lrio also delivers splendid readings of *Streel
of Dreams® and e Henry Mancini's "Moon River,”
which | must has never one of my favorita
melodies, but one whose chamms, such as thev ara, are
fully realized here in a medium-lempo excursion in which
averyons plays with impeccable taste ar:‘ﬂtmlon The
quartel pieces are mﬁs agresable, " m's a:ﬁ
ways-alegan! piano in admirably for
Drummond/Copeland

support. The |

mood Is upbeal and sunny on *Falling in Love with Love"
and Irving Berlin's *Remember,” the selection with

no direct ties lo Green himsalf. I's hard lo find faull with |

anything here (e perhaps the 50:54 lime). This is an
excellent session, i and

strong and harmonically |
rich, and a splendid tribute to a talenled musician who |

died much too far ahead of his time.
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