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Vibrant piano jazz via smooth guitar

Breakstone takes cross-instrument arrangements on tour
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By Paul Weideman
The New Mexican

e im welver,
A lianing desciprion ol Joshua
Hecakiatoncs jazz guiiar,

The Mow York musician has one of the
:-:l[lr_'u-a-uundi:lg pultars in the busimess, bua his
legato tones don't hide a scoeching acilivy on the
|InsanEmsemni,

Witness The Minks of Bud Peoect] (ncleased
sepL 15 115!' Dhmibile-Time Koccads), omwhich
Birakstone tacklos 10 nanes by the masier jare

Isi

Fawell {1224-1960) was one of the mbd-19405
lounders — alomg with saxephonis Charlic
Fagier, imampster Dizny Dllecpie, planisy
Thelomious Monk and drumner Max BEoach =
al the bebop lorm.

O sengs siech as Tempus Fugie, Povweell kept
time by powneing chonds with his lefi hand
while plaving dazziing melcdies and improisa-
thans wih Bis right

DCruring a casyal lissen, Bocakstoncs amange-
meat of the tune sminds much dillerent. The
FuElarians predy, mound tone almost sounds like
sitstiodh jarz, but lisien canefully and you're
quickly amed aL vhe musicianship,

Improvisasion is a halbmark of wae jazz and
Breakerone i a believer

“That’s really the be-all and ezl-all of this
minshe,™ hie sald by phome [rom Rew Yaek, ik
the ulibmare challenge in gazz, o be able
Empecrrtse ovir any kimd ol hanmonic terrain and
inveal new melodies. The demands of Improvis-
ing are wnparalleled n ober kinds of musie,

“To me the plying of the melady and the
cupresskon of 2 4ohg afc pufamiount, Bt whem

o get tnko the improv, hope{ully you can sy
samething wnique end in your own way, Tha's
wika | aey e dla

Jazz fans in Merbhern Mew Mexico can hear
far themseives in a serics of concenis nest week
Joining Ueeakstome on dour ane bassisi Earl Sauls
and driommer Kelth Copelund, who back the
pualamsy on nhse new CIx

Beeaksione, botn in New Jersey in B8535, -
shilpped a6 @ Leenage guilar alicienaido at the
aluars of Jimi Hendrix and Frank Lappa. His
prelererdce shileed 1o jaze afier encoumering the
music of Parker, Powell and saher bopper.

He studied [or pwo years with Hew York gai-
tarisi Sa) Salvadar and went o 10 carn a degree
if jazz siodies at New College in Sarasala, Fla
In 19E3 Breakstone debuted 05 a recording arcisa
with Wismderful, Since then he has reconded 11
albums, working with planis Kenny Baron,
haritone sasaphonksl Pepper Adams and dmims-
mer Kenny Washingion,

Ha smidl he always bid loved (he volces ol
saxopheor, vimpets, clariners, Nugethorns snd
irambanes: Thete have boon dmes when he
wished bie had learned 10 ploy a homn rather than
pultar

“Thruaglseil my 1ide Pve listerscd mioee w
hsan |'lrl]l:rl- and Pt been mone influeneed |.|'||I
eheat Kind of sound than that of traditiomal guitar
mmsic,” Breakssone sakd. =1 hawen's cared lor the
sound many gitar players have, | hope what I'm
gerling is a anare sulmianial sound, msyhe mose
like 3 tenar mx

“Another thing about my sound preduciion
relates 1o the conet berween voboe aml instru.
mend, whicl ks diffieuls with she guiar because
yui don't breathe in ik 005 very bingrodtaid 20 i
o play kegaco, or smeopd by, just like you're singing
the noges.®

Areabannes enchaniment witl beaueiful
meledics bas led him over the yeas o cover pop
sangs by compoters such as George Genlbwin
and Henry Bancinl, Hes curnent projec, smmang-
ing lor puimr the music of Americys remarksble
Jazz plansses. b mote challenging.

The Musie of Dad Powell Is his second in the
series for Deuble-Time, The fesa elfore, Lert Call
Thds Movik {1996}, lavohed transladhng sich
Thelonioas Monk monumenis as Ruly My Peos,
I Mema You and Brilliamd Carners inve guitar
epiphanics

=i did the Menk record, and he s known as
a eodmiposes, whereas Powell I8 Just the oppo-
site,” Breakstone said *Pecple think of Bud as
tha flerce mololss bauofien kenow listle abour his
weriting, When 1 mared corsbdering him asa
Rople bor 8 CD, i surprised me heow many grest
criginal =oaps he wrose.

“On the new album we tried 1o be Pejiresem k-
thve, detng both some of Busls early lamous
samigs ared his laber, besder- ke Gnics. Tempus
Fugid and Poco Lo have some of the greacen
Porwell playing ever.

*Elegy ta an exampls of o Luer one people
cloer't knosw 100 well, Time Walis ks o ballad
wihicre there was 8 ltle harmsanis probilem
between Had and his bass plaper. 1 son al
redolved the problem and (gured ot how |
thimk AL was meant 1o be p'la:r-td.‘

Wiho migh be et in the paso-we-guiae CO
seifics? Fod Garland, maybe? Hampaon Hawes?
il Evans?

“[ have same Ihuu!_hu.' Ureakstome said. “The
ohvhous mext b would be 1a Elmo Hope,
tecause Monk and Bad and Elmo hung o
ogeiher o bot, playing and sharing music.” =
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